Fourth Grade Post
Happy new school year and welcome to
fourth grade!
Reminders!
• We look forward to meeting all of you at Back to School Night on
Thursday, September 5th from 6:00-7:00pm. Meet in ROOM 11 for
ALL FOUTH GRADE CLASSES by 6 pm so we can get started right
away. If there is a concern or question you have, we would love to
be able to specifically address it at Back to School Night. Please
email us at athompson@willowcreekacademy.org
or jcarrade@willowcreekacademy.org.
We understand sometimes parents cannot make these events. We will send
home all paperwork the following day and would be happy to meet with
you at another time.
• To get a glimpse into the wonderful world of 4th Grade, check out
our private class instagrams. You won’t be able to see any of the
pictures unless you request to “follow.”
Ms. Carrade’s: ms.carrade
Ms. Thompson: ms.thompsonwca

SMART Foundation
THANK YOU if you've already contributed to the WCA SMART Fund! We
are not asking for any donations to the classroom this year. So if you
want to contribute to the supplies in the classroom, and of course the
Specials classes, please just donate directly to the SMART Foundation.
That money gives us the classroom budget to do the amazing things we
love to do with your kids everyday!
To make a donation online, please go
to http://www.WillowCreekAcademy.org/donate

Classroom Community Building
This past week we have been getting to know each other and
establishing our class families. To do this we have been presenting Me
Bags, which are items that represent interests of the student. We have
loved getting to know each other better! We also have worked
collaboratively to create art that expresses class family values that we
will practice all year long.

Daily 5
Everyday we have been building our reading stamina. We sit in
comfortable places in the classroom and focus on sustained reading and
how good practices improve our comprehension. We also have started
practicing these skills while reading to one another.

Math
This week in math:
We worked on Stanford Professor Jo Boaler's
Week of Inspirational Math. This has been an
incredible opportunity to get our brains back
in math mode again. Students were
challenged to solve problems that had
multiple correct answers, use of number sense, geometry, and patterns.
By students trying and trying again to solve these problems in teams,
they practiced growth mindset of perseverance and creativity while
using all learning modes. Thursday we started Unit 1, which is looking
at multiplication and arrays. You can support your child at home by
reviewing multiplication facts at night or on the weekends.
Starting in this week’s Friday Post, you will get a preview of the math lessons to
come for the following week (instead of a review of the content learned). This
way you can use this Friday Post as a tool this upcoming week to support your
child with their math, should you need it as a reference.
Next week, we will complete different activities that helped students review
and represent multiplication. Students will draw different arrays to represent
the same number, for example 15. That was represented as 3 x 5, 5 x 3, 15 x 1,
1 x 15. The factors are the numbers we multiply with: 1, 15, 5, 3. Then they
represented a second, related array, 45 for example. And found that 45 could
be made by 1 x 45, 45 x 1, 15 x 3, 3 x 15, 5 x 9, 9 x 5. They saw that if the first
array, 15, was a factor of 45, then all of the factors of 15 were also factors of
45. Notice how 1, 15, 3, and 5 are 45's factors too!
Here is that example and other examples of students' work from the previous
year.

Students will also use multiplication to compare quantities in word problems.
For example, if Darlene picked 7 apples, and Juan picked 4 times as many
apples, how many apples did Juan pick?
We are noticing all students really need to review their multiplication facts.
You can tremendously support your child at home by practicing math facts,
skip counting (3, 6, 9, 12...), and having them practice with fun games on this
free website: http://www.fun4thebrain.com/mult.html.
Students are also being set up with their Dreambox account this week if they
do not have an account already. Otherwise, they can play on the same account
as last year.

Writing/ELA
These subjects will be starting next week! We look forward to practicing
our Narrative Writing and reading about Evan and Jessie’s new business
in The Lemonade War.

Specials:
And perhaps the most exciting part of the week, we have been going to
our Special Classes! Below are the schedules for PE. Make sure on these
days to wear appropriate shoes and clothing.
Carrade: Tuesday 11:20-12:00 and Thursday 2:20-3:00
Thompson: Monday 2:20-3:00 and Tuesday 11:20-12:00

Contact:
If you have any other questions or concerns, please feel free to e-mail us
at athompson@willowcreekacademy.org or
jcarrade@willowcreekacademy.org.

