Fourth Grade Post
Reminders!

• There has been a noticeable pattern of students not
completing all of the homework each night or forgetting
items at home. The expectations of deadlines and
personal responsibility are very important in 4th
grade as it is necessary the rest of their educational career.
• We will be going to Mission Dolores, Tuesday, January 14th. It will be
from 9:00-1:00pm (including driving time to and from school. We
need drivers! Thank you to parents who are able to join us on this trip!
• There is No School Monday, January 20th in celebration of Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day.
• Wednesday, January 22nd at 6:00pm we are having our FINAL
informational meeting for the Petaluma Adobe, overnight volunteers
only. You will meet in your child’s classroom.☺

• We encourage students to do at least 45 minutes of Dreambox
a week outside of class to help reinforce and build fluency in
math skills. This allows students to get practice in areas we may
not be covering in a current unit, but where a student may need
specific support. Its game based, iPad app compatible if you have
one, and teachers can see how students are progressing and
where in class we can build in more differentiated support.
• To get a glimpse into the wonderful world of 4th Grade, check out
our private class instagrams. You won’t be able to see any of the
pictures unless you request to “follow.”
Ms. Carrade’s: ms.carrade
Ms. Thompson: ms.thompsonwca
Homework
We are continuing to work on making sure all homework assignments
are completed and that students are being proactive in getting parent
signatures.

ELA/Social Studies
We started studying the California
Missions system this week. We
introduced a letter from Archbishop
Fonte asking students to create the
22nd Mission to be built after the
Solano Mission (Sonoma). We
discussed what we needed to know
about the mission system and what we
will have to do for our project.

Daily 5
We started book groups again this week. We are working on many
different comprehension skills using different authentic texts. Ask your
child what they read this week! There will be a spelling test each Friday
on the word pattern from the week. Students will either have 5, 10, or 15
words for the week to study.

Math
Continuing in this week’s Friday Post, you will get a preview of the math lessons
to come for the following week (instead of a review of the content
learned). This way you can use this Friday Post as a tool this upcoming week to
support your child with their math, should you need it as a reference.

We will continue working on Subtraction Strategies. Students will learn
to expand their thinking and number fluency by using the same
strategies they learned for addition in the previous section. Here are
some examples of different strategies:

Science
This week we launched our new
science unit on Geology and
Natural Hazards. Students learned
about tectonic plates and how
natural hazards are caused by
shifts in these plates. Students
assembled the plates like a puzzle,
and then drew where the Ring of
Fire is, where plates are converging
or diverging, etc. Here is a nearly
finished representation of the
plates.
Students then on Friday got to interview our very own local geologist,
Diane Brockob! More to come next week on the results of that engaging
conversation.
The Driving Question:
As Geologists, how can we help prepare a community so that a natural hazard
does not become a natural disaster?

Writing
Continuing in this week’s Friday Post, you will get a preview of the writing
lessons to come for the following week (instead of a review of the content
learned). This way you can use this Friday Post as a tool this upcoming week to
support your child with their writing, should you need it as a reference

We will continue collecting evidence for our first Literary Essay. We’ll
learn how to create Micro-Stories and how to find and explain
quotations. For each of our three reasons, we will go back into the book
and find evidence to support. Then, we’ll angle events from the text to
prove our point in Micro-Stories, as well as find direct quotes that
support our reasons. Below is our class example from the book FOX by
Margaret Wild and Ron Brooks, as well as the instructional posters from
last year that we will recreate to teach these two skills.
The color-coding in the examples match the colors from the anchor
charts posted below(showing how we incorporated each idea).
Thesis: Dog is a good friend
Reasons:
1. Dog is a good friend because he is caring
2. Dog is a good friend because he is patient with Magpie
3. Dog is a good friend because he sees the good in others

Micro-Story to Support Reason 3: Dog is a kind character that sees the
good in others. For example, one day, a fox came to the bush where Dog
and Magpie lived. Fox moves through the trees “sneakily, like a tongue
of fire.” Magpie trembles at the sight of him, but Dog doesn’t see the bad
in Fox. He is excited that Fox has come to visit, and he welcomes him in
for food and shelter. Dog only sees the good in Fox.
Quote to Support Reason 1: Dog cares for others in different ways
throughout the book. After Dog convinces Magpie they can work
together, he cares for and helps Magpie for months. “And so Dog runs,
with Magpie on his back, everyday, through summer, through winter.”
This shows that each day, he cared for Magpie by helping her fly and
making sure she is happy.

Specials:
Below are the schedules for PE. Make sure on these days to wear
appropriate shoes and clothing.
Carrade: Tuesday 11:20-12:00 and Thursday 2:20-3:00
Thompson: Monday 2:20-3:00 and Tuesday 11:20-12:00
Contact:
If you have any other questions or concerns, please feel free to e-mail us
at athompson@willowcreekacademy.org or
jcarrade@willowcreekacademy.org.

