Fourth Grade Post
Reminders!
• BoonSupply.com is giving 40% back to Willow Creek
Academy on anything purchased by our community
until December 17. Just be sure to search for “Willow
Creek ” in the Find a Fundraiser section or use this
link https://www.boonsupply.com/collections/606639-willowcreek-holiday-fundraiser to make sure Willow Creek is credited.
Happy Shopping!
• Our next FIELD TRIP is Tuesday, January 14th from 9:001:00pm. We will be going to Mission Dolores in San Francisco.
WE NEED DRIVERS! Please reach out to your child’s room parent
to sign up.
• Cards of any kind (Pokémon, magic, baseball, etc) are not allowed
at school. If students are found playing with the cards at school,
they will be confiscated and NOT returned. Thank you in
advance for reminding your child to leave these things at home.
The holiday parties for each class will be from 10:30 to 12:00 on
Friday, December 20th. Be on the lookout for more information as we
get closer to the day
• Next Friday, December 20th, the school day ends at 12:30pm. ☺

• We encourage students to do at least 45 minutes of Dreambox
a week outside of class to help reinforce and build fluency in
math skills. This allows students to get practice in areas we may
not be covering in a current unit, but where a student may need
specific support. Its game based, iPad app compatible if you have
one, and teachers can see how students are progressing and
where in class we can build in more differentiated support.
• To get a glimpse into the wonderful world of 4th Grade, check out
our private class instagrams. You won’t be able to see any of the
pictures unless you request to “follow.”
Ms. Carrade’s: ms.carrade
Ms. Thompson: ms.thompsonwca

Homework
There has been a noticeable pattern of students not completing all of the
homework each night or forgetting items at home. The expectations of
deadlines and personal responsibility are very important in 4th grade as it
is necessary the rest of their educational career. As we are learning the
expectations for 4th grade, keep working on completing all homework
assignments the night they are given and ready to be checked the next
morning. This includes the nightly math work, reading comprehension
question, and parent signature. On days where there is writing
homework, there will be no math or reading to complete (signature is
still needed though).

SMART Foundation
THANK YOU if you've already contributed to the WCA SMART Fund! If
you want to contribute to the supplies in the classroom, and of course
the Specials classes, please just donate directly to the SMART
Foundation. That money gives us the classroom budget to do the
amazing things we love to do with your kids everyday!
To make a donation online, please go
to http://www.WillowCreekAcademy.org/donate
ELA
The Aleuts came back to the island and this time an Aleut woman
(Tutok) was with them. After moving locations to try and hide, she and
the other woman not only encountered each other, but also developed a
friendship. After Tutok and her people sailed back, we learned about
Karana’s final years on the island (natural disasters, new pets, almost
rescue attempts). In the end, she made her way to the Mission in Santa
Barbara via a ship looking for otter, leaving for the last time after 18
YEARS ALONE, the Island of the Blue Dolphins. Students are enjoying
the rich figurative language and using inference to
determine what she is referring to as she tells the
story from her Native American point of view. Ask
you child what natural hazards happened on the
island at the end of the book!
Next week, we will be watching the movie version of
the book and comparing the two.
To the left is a picture of the actually woman Juana
Maria or The Lone Woman of San Nicolas Island (her
Native American name is unknown).

Daily 5
This week we continued working with nonfiction texts. The skills we are
focusing on are note taking, text features, sythensizing information, and
research . There will be a spelling test each Friday on the word pattern
from the week. Students will either have 5, 10, or 15 words for the week to
study.

Math

Continuing in this week’s Friday Post, you will get a preview of the math lessons
to come for the following week (instead of a review of the content
learned). This way you can use this Friday Post as a tool this upcoming week to
support your child with their math, should you need it as a reference.

We will continue a new unit on Large
Numbers and Landmark Numbers
(like 10s, 100s). Students will focus on
learning different addition strategies
for 3- and 4-digit numbers. Students
will focus on these strategies to
support them in being able to do more
mental math, and have more general
number fluency. On the right is a chart
of different strategies we gathered as a
class from a previous. We will make a
new chart this year with many of the
same strategies (and possibly some
new ones!).

Social Studies
We finished our unit this week! Every expert group got a chance to
show their skit and teach the rest of the class about their tribe and how
the lives of these people were impacted by the region they lived in. We
will use Monday next week to finish presenting our skits and do a final
assessment.
The Driving Question:
As historians, how can we use performance to tell about the daily life of
California Native Americans?

Writing
Continuing in this week’s Friday Post, you will get a preview of the writing
lessons to come for the following week (instead of a review of the content
learned). This way you can use this Friday Post as a tool this upcoming week to
support your child with their writing, should you need it as a reference

We finished writing our 2nd essay this week! Next week we will share
our essays in small groups, and then we will be completing a Point of
View activity based on our class read aloud of Island of the Blue
Dolphins.

Specials:
Below are the schedules for PE. Make sure on these days to wear
appropriate shoes and clothing.
Carrade: Tuesday 11:20-12:00 and Thursday 2:20-3:00
Thompson: Monday 2:20-3:00 and Tuesday 11:20-12:00
Contact:
If you have any other questions or concerns, please feel free to e-mail us
at athompson@willowcreekacademy.org or
jcarrade@willowcreekacademy.org.

