Fourth Grade Post
Reminders!
•

•

We have our next Field Trip on
Thursday, March 5th to SF MOMA. We
will be leaving at 9:00am and returning at
2:00pm. WE NEED DRIVERS! Please
reach out to your room parent if you are
able.
We are having conferences Friday,
March 20th from 8:00-4:00. Please be
available on this day to meet because
when they are before, during, or after
school, it is challenging for teachers to be
as present to discuss your child's
learning. Thank you for understanding.

• March is Women's History Month and Fourth Grade will be
leading morning assembly teaching about many
important women! Please join us to support our students in their
participation by helping them get to school early (8:05). This is a
great way for students to lead their community and support their
peers. If you join us, please remember to only park
in VISITOR parking spot. Staff spots are for WCA staff only. And
a friendly reminder the upper parking lot is not for morning
drop-off. :)
•
• We encourage students to do at least 45 minutes of Dreambox
a week outside of class to help reinforce and build fluency in
math skills. This allows students to get practice in areas we may
not be covering in a current unit, but where a student may need
specific support. Its game based, iPad app compatible if you have
one, and teachers can see how students are progressing and
where in class we can build in more differentiated support.
• To get a glimpse into the wonderful world of 4th Grade, check out
our private class instagrams. You won’t be able to see any of the
pictures unless you request to “follow.”
Ms. Carrade’s: ms.carrade
Ms. Thompson: ms.thompsonwca

Homework
We are continuing to work on making sure all homework assignments
are completed and that students are being proactive in getting parent
signatures.
ELA
We started By the Great Horn Spoon this week! We met Jack and his
partner/butler Praiseworthy as they started their voyage to
California from Boston. We were stunned when Jack and
Praiseworthy were able to catch the “cut-purse”
who stole their money using a pig and coal dust!
We are learning about parts of speech and
vocabulary by finding words in the chapter,
figuring out the definition, and writing it down in
our own words with the part of speech in our
Glossary. We also discovered the three different
ways to get from Boston to California during the
Gold Rush (the Cape Horn Route, the Panama
Route, and the Land Route).

Daily 5
We are working on many different comprehension skills using different
historical fiction texts. Ask your child what they read this week! There
will be a spelling test each Friday on the word pattern from the week.
Students will either have 5, 10, or 15 words for the week to study.

Math
Continuing in this week’s Friday Post, you will get a preview of the math lessons
to come for the following week (instead of a review of the content
learned). This way you can use this Friday Post as a tool this upcoming week to
support your child with their math, should you need it as a reference.

In Math next week, we are focusing on adding, subtracting, and
multiplying fractions. With adding and subtraction fractions, student
mostly used fractions with common denominators. We are NOT
teaching the algorithm for finding common denominators because it
does not teach a true number sense or a deep understanding of
fractions.
We’ll also continue playing an engaging
game called Fill 2 where students use
decimal cards to try to race their opponent
in filling two hundreds grids. Students are
consistently writing decimals and fractions
interchangeably to build the connection
that 7/10 = 70/100 = 0.7 = 0.70.
Students then wrote equations of the cards
they used to make 2 wholes (or as close to 2 as possible).
Students also are writing equivalent fractions such as:
7
5

=

2
5

Science
This week we finished started our unit on Energy! Students are
exploring this driving question:
As engineers, how can we show how prove when energy is used, it is
not lost but converts from one form to another?
Students this week explored this in two ways: moving
pennies and lighting a light bulb using two batteries.
Students learned the difference between potential and kinetic
energy (energy at rest and energy in motion), and could see how their
energy was transferred from one penny to another, or just to make a
single penny move. Even in collision (which they loved practicing),
energy is transferred!
Bill Nye, the Science Guy, is a hit with fourth graders.
Students watched the first few minutes of this
episode, feel free to watch the rest as a family!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8qmSzMwTkpk

Writing/Social Studies

Continuing in this week’s Friday Post, you will get a preview of the writing
lessons to come for the following week (instead of a review of the content
learned). This way you can use this Friday Post as a tool this upcoming week to
support your child with their writing, should you need it as a reference.

We’ll continue our unit and even have social studies twice a
day to learn all about California’s intriguing history. We are
going to create skits that show not only how gold was
discovered at Sutter’s Mill, but also how the information
spread to San Francisco (you can thank Sam Brannan for
that). Then, we’ll watch a documentary on the Gold Rush and
take notes to use in our informational books. We will start
writer’s workshop the week after next.

“As historical writers, how can we share with others how California
became the 31st state?”

Specials:
Below are the schedules for PE. Make sure on these days to wear
appropriate shoes and clothing.
Carrade: Tuesday 11:20-12:00 and Thursday 2:20-3:00
Thompson: Monday 2:20-3:00 and Tuesday 11:20-12:00
Contact:
If you have any other questions or concerns, please feel free to e-mail us
at athompson@willowcreekacademy.org or
jcarrade@willowcreekacademy.org.

