Fourth Grade Post
Reminders!
•

We are having conferences Friday,
March 20th from 8:00-4:00. Please be
available on this day to meet because
when they are before, during, or after
school, it is challenging for teachers to be
as present to discuss your child's
learning. Thank you for understanding.

• Due to safety precautions, Morning Assembly has been
postponed for the next couple of weeks. THE DAY STARTS AT
8:15am! Any student not in front of their classroom by 8:15 will be
marked tardy. PLEASE make sure to have your child to school on
time. Also, Staff spots are for WCA staff only. And a friendly
reminder the upper parking lot is not for morning drop-off. :)
• Please read carefully of what to expect if school closes due to
the Coronavirus:
o At this time, WCA is not closing. With that being said,
teachers are preparing for what learning will look in the
event closure takes place.
o 4th Grade will rely heavily on Google Classroom and Google
Hangout. When have had the students practice accessing
and using these tools at home during the last week.
o This is not like independent study: There will be new
activities, assignments, and links with daily deadlines added
each day. We expect students to be working everyday and
checking into Google Classroom multiple times a day. We
may also have students video chat in for book groups.
o We will have office hours where, both Ms. Thompson and
Ms. Carrade, will be available for questions via e-mail.
At this time, we are just preparing, as no decision has been
made to close WCA.

• We encourage students to do at least 45 minutes of Dreambox
a week outside of class to help reinforce and build fluency in
math skills. This allows students to get practice in areas we may
not be covering in a current unit, but where a student may need
specific support. Its game based, iPad app compatible if you have
one, and teachers can see how students are progressing and
where in class we can build in more differentiated support.
• To get a glimpse into the wonderful world of 4th Grade, check out
our private class instagrams. You won’t be able to see any of the
pictures unless you request to “follow.”
Ms. Carrade’s: ms.carrade
Ms. Thompson: ms.thompsonwca

Homework
We are continuing to work on making sure all homework assignments
are completed and that students are being proactive in getting parent
signatures.

ELA
We continued reading By the Great
Horn Spoon, this week! We learned
how popular songs at the time
were turned into gold rushed
themed songs (Oh Susana! became
Oh California!). While Cut-Eye
Higgins escaped the ship at Rio de
Janeiro, Jack and Praiseworthy, as
well as the rest of the people on the
ship, survived the difficult travels
through the Straight of Magellan
and are now ahead of the Sea
Raven (which went around Cape
Horn)! We are now on the Pacific
Ocean and inching closer to their
San Francisco adventures.

Daily 5
We are working on many different comprehension skills using different
historical fiction texts. Ask your child what they read this week! There
will be a spelling test each Friday on the word pattern from the week.
Students will either have 5, 10, or 15 words for the week to study.

Math

Continuing in this week’s Friday Post, you will get a preview of the math lessons
to come for the following week (instead of a review of the content
learned). This way you can use this Friday Post as a tool this upcoming week to
support your child with their math, should you need it as a reference.

Next week, we’ll delve deeper into our Multiplication and Division unit
practicing two different strategies to multiply 2 digit by 2 digit
numbers. We are not teaching the standard algorithm of stacking the
numbers because students do not often realize if their answer is
accurate or way off. The strategies we are teaching involve breaking
up each number into tens and ones, and then multiplying the numbers
to each other in parts. Then students find those four products and add
them together. We’ll show them this with just breaking up the numbers,
and also with the visual example of an array.

In this picture students can
visually match the math they are
doing, which prevents them from
accidentally multiplying parts of
the same numbers to itself ( the
steps are in rainbow order).
We’ll also be practicing estimating
with 2 digit x 2 digit numbers.
This allows students to check
their work and see if their final
answer is in the ballpark of their
estimate. Our objectives are
reinforcing number sense and
eventually showing strategies
for mental math so students are
not dependent on pencil, paper,
and an operation to get a
general sense of an answer.

Science
Students are exploring this driving question:
As engineers, how can we show how prove when energy is used, it is not
lost but converts from one form to another?
This week we took a break from Science so we could give our “historical
writers” enough time to finish learning our history until statehood and
start drafting for their books! Next week we will continue. ☺

Writing/Social Studies

Continuing in this week’s Friday Post, you will get a preview of the writing
lessons to come for the following week (instead of a review of the content
learned). This way you can use this Friday Post as a tool this upcoming week to
support your child with their writing, should you need it as a reference.

We will continue writer’s workshop next week, adding details and
editing our first two chapters. The lessons will focus on really

teaching the information in our writing and not just retelling random
facts. Also, we’ll go back to our first two chapters (all about the Journey
to Statehood and the focus topic from the list) and adding details to help
make the picture clearer for the reader. Since the first two chapters are
informational writing, we’ll look at the structure of our mentor text and
followed suit by organizing our wiritng into groups and using
subheadings. We are excited to keep working fast and furious on our
books!
“As historical writers, how can we share with others how California
became the 31st state?”

Specials:
Below are the schedules for PE. Make sure on these days to wear
appropriate shoes and clothing.
Carrade: Tuesday 11:20-12:00 and Thursday 2:20-3:00
Thompson: Monday 2:20-3:00 and Tuesday 11:20-12:00

Contact:
If you have any other questions or concerns, please feel free to e-mail us
at athompson@willowcreekacademy.org or
jcarrade@willowcreekacademy.org.

