Fourth Grade Post
Reminders!
•

•

•

We have our next Field Trip on Monday, March 26th at the Civic
Center to see the Symphony! We will be leaving at 9:00 and
returning at 12:00pm. WE NEED DRIVERS! Please reach out to
your room parent if you are interested.
MAP Testing will be from Tuesday 3/20 to Tuesday 3/27 at
8:45am-10:00am. Make sure to be on time and well rested that
week! ☺
We are having conferences Friday, March 16th from 1:00-4:30,
and Monday, March 19th, from 8:00-4:00. Conferences are
these days because when they are before, during, or after school,
it is challenging for teachers to be as present to discuss your
child's learning. Thank you for understanding.

• We encourage students to do at least 45 minutes of Dreambox
a week outside of class to help reinforce and build fluency in
math skills. This allows students to get practice in areas we may
not be covering in a current unit, but where a student may need
specific support. Its game based, iPad app compatible if you have
one, and teachers can see how students are progressing and
where in class we can build in more differentiated support.
• To get a glimpse into the wonderful world of 4th Grade, check out
our private class instagrams. You won’t be able to see any of the
pictures unless you request to “follow.”
Ms. Carrade’s: ms.carrade
Mrs. Schmidt: mrs.schmidtwca
Ms. Thompson: ms.thompsonwca

Homework
We are continuing to work on making sure all homework assignments
are completed and that students are being proactive in getting parent
signatures.
ELA
We continued reading By the Great
Horn Spoon, this week! We learned
how popular songs at the time
were turned into gold rushed
themed songs (Oh Susana! became
Oh California!). While Cut-Eye
Higgins escaped the ship at Rio de
Janeiro, Jack and Praiseworthy, as
well as the rest of the people on the
ship, survived the difficult travels
through the Straight of Magellan
and are now ahead of the Sea
Raven (which went around Cape
Horn)! We are now on the Pacific
Ocean and inching closer to their
San Francisco adventures.

Daily 5
We picked back up where we left off in our book groups. We are
working on many different comprehension skills using different
authentic texts. Ask your child what they read this week! This week, we
began weekly spelling tests. Your child will either have 5, 10, or 15
words that follow a spelling pattern. They will get the words on Monday
and have the test on Friday.

Math
This week we finished our
fractions unit and have
started Unit 7, which
focuses again on
multiplication and
division. Students have
been working on
multiplication with 2 digit
numbers. These first
couple of lessons has been
focusing on converting
measurements, which
applies the skills of
measurement, and
multiplication/division
they used earlier this year.
Your child will be using similar strategies that they used in the previous
multiplication and division units, but now with larger numbers. For
example, today we did time lapse with finding the difference from
11:24am to 4:13pm. We used the same strategy of “Counting On”:
getting to comfortable landmark numbers, and then adding more on a
number line.
Students have also been using simple conversion of the US Standard and
Metric systems. We’ve been providing them with tools to use to
reference. Here is an example of a two-step problem they’ve been
working on:

Writing/ Social Studies
We finished learning about California’s road to statehood by studying
the Monterey Convention and the end of the Rancho period. The
Monterey Convention was when delegates from all over the territory
came together to create the California Constitution in 1849. Due to the
population boom caused by the Gold Rush, it was the quickest an area
went from territory to state in US history. With the Gold Rush also came
the end of the Rancho period. In 1851, the US government created a
board to consider land claims. Since many of the land markers used to
create the boundaries were moved or destroyed during the mining for
gold, most ranchos could not prove their land claims and lost their
lands. Settlers then claimed the land.
“As historical writers, how can we share with others how California
became the 31st state?”

Writing/ Social Studies Part II
We started our writer’s workshop this week! We are focusing on
informational writing by creating books on California’s road to
statehood focusing on both a single topic as well as all the events that
lead to California becoming the 31st state. Our first book will have 4
chapters: one chapter to
summarize the events
between 1846-1851 and 3
chapters on a specific topic
(Mexican-American War,
Bear Flag Revolt, one of the
events from the Gold Rush).
This week we organized and
starting writing our first two
chapters.

Science
This week we took a break from Science so we could give our “historical
writers” enough time to finish learning our history until statehood and
start drafting for their books! Next week we will continue. ☺
Students are exploring this driving question:
As engineers, how can we show how prove when energy is used, it is not
lost but converts from one form to another?
Specials
This year, all 4th Grade classes are working with Kinder buddies! Ms.
Carrade’s and Ms. Schmidt’s class go down to Ms. Hope’s class and Ms.
Thompson’s class works with Mrs. Perez’s. This will happen on most
Fridays from 1:00-1:30. It is a great way to learn leadership skills!
Below are the schedules for PE. Make sure on these days to wear
appropriate shoes and clothing.
Carrade: Monday 2:20-3:00 and Wednesday 1:20-2:00
Thompson: Monday 2:20-3:00 and Wednesday 1:20-2:00
Schmidt: Tuesday 11:20-12:00 and Thursday 2:20-3:00
Contact:
If you have any other questions or concerns, please feel free to
e-mail us at athompson@willowcreekacademy.org
jschmidt@willowcreekacademy.org or
jcarrade@willowcreekacademy.org.

