Fourth Grade Post
Reminders!
• Our next field trip is Wednesday, May 15th. We
will be going to clean-up Ocean Beach from 9:15am to 1:45pm. WE
NEED DRIVERS! Check with you room parents to sign up!
CAASPP Testing is coming up soon. Ms. Carrade and Ms. Thompson will
be testing the following days from 8:45-10:00 and 10:30-12:00
• Monday, May 6th
• Tuesday, May 7th
• Thursday, May 9th
• Friday, May 10th
• Monday, May 13th
• Tuesday, May 14th
• Friday, May 17th (only 8:45-10:00 if needed for all 3 classes)
Make sure your child is at school on time, well rested, and has eaten a full
breakfast. ☺
•

• We encourage students to do at least 45 minutes of Dreambox
a week outside of class to help reinforce and build fluency in
math skills. This allows students to get practice in areas we may
not be covering in a current unit, but where a student may need
specific support. Its game based, iPad app compatible if you have
one, and teachers can see how students are progressing and
where in class we can build in more differentiated support.
• To get a glimpse into the wonderful world of 4th Grade, check out
our private class instagrams. You won’t be able to see any of the
pictures unless you request to “follow.”
Ms. Carrade’s: ms.carrade
Ms. Thompson: ms.thompsonwca

Homework
We are continuing to work on making sure all homework assignments
are completed and that students are being proactive in getting parent
signatures.

ELA
We finished By the Great Horn Spoon this week! It was eventful week in
Gold Rush era California, as Jack and Praiseworthy found gold,
Praiseworthy beat the Mountain Ox and brought honor to Hangtown,
and Aunt Arabella and Jack’s sisters surprised everyone by arriving in
San Francisco to start a new life out west! We are continuing to learn
vocabulary, parts of speech, similes, and higher-level responses. Starting
next week, we will take our ELA time to teach writing strategies, such as
citing sources, before the CAASPP.
Daily 5
We are working on both fiction and nonfiction skills. Spelling words will
be given on the first day of each week and the test will take place on the
last day of each week. Ask your child what book they are reading and
skills they are learning in their reading groups! We love our new books
for this last round of reading groups before CAASPP testing!

Math

Continuing in this week’s Friday Post, you will get a preview of the math lessons
to come for the following week (instead of a review of the content
learned). This way you can use this Friday Post as a tool this upcoming week to
support your child with their math, should you need it as a reference.

Next week in math we will be looking at patterns in math using
multiplication. Students create equations using letters to represent
values (like “r”). The situation they’ll keep getting presented is “Penny
Jars” which essentially is just a scenario that can be represented by this
formula.

The idea is there are a certain amount of pennies already in the jar
(“starts with ___”) and then a certain amount of pennies that are
continuously added in “rounds.” So the situation could be:
You start with 5 pennies in the jar. You add 6 pennies each round.
Students then find out the number of pennies after a given round, and
write an equation as a “rule” to represent the situation. For example:
5 (you start with) + (6 x _____) =
rounds.

and the blank is the number of

So for round 1, it would be 5 + (6 x 1) = 11 pennies in the jar
For the 10th round, it would be 5 + (6 x 10) = 65 pennies in the jar
Students will be
challenged to find out the
5th, 10th, 15th, and 20th
rounds and see if there are
any patterns among their
answers.
The challenge with this is
to not to be continuously
adding, but multiplying.
Furthermore, if students
can see the patterns in the
answers for the lower
rounds, they can use those
totals to find higher
rounds (like the 20th),
which is more efficient
math. This is important for
students to having deeper
number sense, more
analytical point of view of
math, and to use their time
optimally.
Notice how this student from last year explained how he found the 20th
round. He took his answer from the 10th round, doubled it, then
subtracted the 5 pennies so he would have double of the “start with”
penny amount.

Science
Students are exploring this driving question:
As engineers, how can we show how prove when energy is used, it is not
lost but converts from one form to another?
This week, students have been working on one of our culminating
projects for this energy unit: cars! Students will be racing each other’s
cars that use electric energy from a circuit, wind energy from a
propeller, and they put into practice many other observations made
from earlier in this unit (ex: metal is the only conductor). They are
challenged to look at weight, test and retest their designs, and
experiment with a variety of materials. This is by far everyone’s favorite
part of the day! They are off to the races next week!
Writing/Social Studies
Continuing in this week’s Friday Post, you will get a preview of the writing
lessons to come for the following week (instead of a review of the content
learned). This way you can use this Friday Post as a tool this upcoming week to
support your child with their writing, should you need it as a reference.

We will be wrapping up our
2nd book on the Journey to
Statehood by writing our
opinion essays and historical
narratives! We’ll make sure
to use quotation marks not
only for dialogue in our
historical narratives, but as a
way to cite evidence in our
opinion essays!
“As historical writers, how
can we share with others
how California became the
31st state?”

Specials:
Below are the schedules for PE. Make sure on these days to wear
appropriate shoes and clothing.
Carrade: Tuesday 11:20-12:00 and Thursday 2:20-3:00
Thompson: Monday 2:20-3:00 and Tuesday 11:20-12:00
Contact:
If you have any other questions or concerns, please feel free to e-mail us
at athompson@willowcreekacademy.org or
jcarrade@willowcreekacademy.org.

