Fourth Grade Post

Reminders!
•

There will be no school
Monday 4/9 – 4/13 for Spring Break! ☺

• We encourage students to do at least 45 minutes of Dreambox
a week outside of class to help reinforce and build fluency in
math skills. This allows students to get practice in areas we may
not be covering in a current unit, but where a student may need
specific support. Its game based, iPad app compatible if you have
one, and teachers can see how students are progressing and
where in class we can build in more differentiated support.
• To get a glimpse into the wonderful world of 4th Grade, check out
our private class instagrams. You won’t be able to see any of the
pictures unless you request to “follow.”
Ms. Carrade’s: ms.carrade
Mrs. Schmidt: mrs.schmidtwca
Ms. Thompson: ms.thompsonwca
Homework
We are continuing to work on making sure all homework assignments
are completed and that students are being proactive in getting parent
signatures.
ELA
We are nearing the end of our adventure in
By the Great Horn Spoon! Praiseworthy and
Jack have befriended Pitch-Pine Billy and he
is letting them dig on his claim while they
find enough gold to buy a burro. Once again,
Praiseworthy (now known as “Bullwhip) got
him and his partner, Jamoka Jack, not only
out of trouble, but made them some more
money. We also discussed how Praiseworthy
has changed since the beginning of the story.
We are continuing to learn vocabulary, parts
of speech, similes, and higher-level
responses. Ask your child about the words
they have learned this week!

Daily 5
We are working on both fiction and nonfiction skills. Spelling words will
be given on the first day of each week and the test will take place on the
last day of each week. Ask your child what book they are reading and
skills they are learning in their reading groups! We are loving our new
books for this last round of reading groups before CAASPP testing!

Math
This week we moved on to division! Now we are doing division with
divisors of 2 digit numbers, and dividing four digit numbers by one digit
numbers. We are returning to this concept, but challenging the students
to do it with more difficult
numbers and apply their
answers to word problems.
The way we are teaching
division is by inversing the
equation to be multiplication,
then using smaller
multiplication equations to
eventually discover the
unknown factor. We are
searching for patterns in facts,
connections between smaller
facts and greater facts that are
mulitples of 10 (for example, if I
know 5 x 5 = 25, then I know 5 x
500= 2,500). This supports
students using more efficient
methods of division, and more
mental math.
For example:

Writing/ Social Studies
“As historical writers, how can we share with others how California
became the 31st state?”
We have started working on our 2nd book! As historical authors, we are
taking the writing genres we learned from our 1st book and using them
again. This time though, we are writing about different topics from the
“Journey to Statehood.” The 4 writing genres are how-to, all about,
opinion essay, and historical fiction narrative. We outlined our chapters,
researched, and wrote the rough drafts of our first two chapters this
week.

Science
Students are exploring this driving question:
As engineers, how can we show how prove when energy is used, it is not
lost but converts from one form to another?
This week we explored energy transfer in a few different activities,
including making solar ovens! Students explored thermal energy and
discovered different strategies to heat their oven faster, keep the heat in
the oven, and melt their chocolate for a s’more! Students could see that
the sunnier the day, the more solar energy would be available to heat
the air molecules in their oven, and its effect would be chocolate
changing from a solid to a more “liquidy” state.

Specials
This year, all 4th Grade classes are working with Kinder buddies! Ms.
Carrade’s and Ms. Schmidt’s class go down to Ms. Hope’s class and Ms.
Thompson’s class works with Mrs. Perez’s. This will happen on most
Fridays from 1:00-1:30. It is a great way to learn leadership skills!
Below are the schedules for PE. Make sure on these days to wear
appropriate shoes and clothing.
Carrade: Monday 2:20-3:00 and Wednesday 1:20-2:00
Thompson: Monday 2:20-3:00 and Wednesday 1:20-2:00
Schmidt: Tuesday 11:20-12:00 and Thursday 2:20-3:00
Contact:
If you have any other questions or concerns, please feel free to
e-mail us at athompson@willowcreekacademy.org
jschmidt@willowcreekacademy.org or
jcarrade@willowcreekacademy.org.

