Fourth Grade Post

Reminders!

• Thursday, May 31st is OPEN
HOUSE! Open House will be from
6pm-7pm. We can’t wait for your
child to show you all they’ve done this
year.
• Our last field trip will be on Tuesday, June 5th from 8:30-3:00. We
will be taking a bus to the California State Capitol Museum in
Sacramento.
• Spring fever has arrived! We really need to work together to make
sure all students are in uniform, at school on time, and with homework
complete. This will help our students have a common focus to end the
school year. Thank you for helping us support these important
routines.
• WCA is having Spirit Week next week. Below are the themes for each
day!
Spirit Week is back by popular demand, and I hope you’ll want to celebrate it with
us. Here’s the plan:
Tuesday, May 29:
Wednesday, May 30:
Thursday, May 31:
Friday, June 1:

Sports Day
Twin Day
Rainbow Day
Dress for Success Day

• We encourage students to do at least 45 minutes of Dreambox
a week outside of class to help reinforce and build fluency in
math skills. This allows students to get practice in areas we may
not be covering in a current unit, but where a student may need
specific support.
• To get a glimpse into the wonderful world of 4th Grade, check out
our private class instagrams. You won’t be able to see any of the
pictures unless you request to “follow.”
Ms. Carrade’s: ms.carrade
Mrs. Schmidt: mrs.schmidtwca
Ms. Thompson: ms.thompsonwca

Homework
Homework will continue with reading log/summary and activities
based on what we have learned in class.
ELA
We finished reading our Greek
myths and discussing themes and
allusions. Then, we used Norse
and Egyptian myths to
understand context clues and
character descriptions.
Math
Because we have learned all the 4th Grade units, we have been working
to create math game boards to play next week. They will include special
pathways, lose-turn spots, dice, as well as 4th grade math problems!
Social Studies
We started our last unit on California history. We are learning about
California from 1851-Present Day. We are focusing on how California
became an Agricultural and Industrial Power, then we will learn about
state government. This week, we studied the industries of California:
aerospace, agriculture, communication/defense, electronics,
oil/automobile, and entertainment, and how the major events of The
Great Depression, The Dust Bowl, and World War II led to a large
population boom in California.
Science
Students are exploring this driving question:
As engineers, how can we show how prove when energy is used, it is not
lost but converts from one form to another?
We have started exploring energy in a new aspect by doing a
class simulation of the depletion of nonrenewable natural
resources (oil, coal, fossil fuels). There were 100 pennies
hidden throughout the classroom. In increments of 45
seconds, they searched and found as many as possible. They

could see that it got harder to find pennies as the rounds progressed,
and less were available. This connected to nonrenewable natural
resources in the challenge to continue to find them after we’ve used up a
majority of them.
This leads us to our final
component of our Energy
Unit: presentations
(PowerPoint slides) on
different natural
resources, including
creating a quiz
(survey Monkey
style) for their friends
to complete when they
conclude their
presentations.
Specials
This year, all 4th Grade classes are working with Kinder buddies! Ms.
Carrade’s and Ms. Schmidt’s class go down to Ms. Hope’s class and Ms.
Thompson’s class works with Mrs. Perez’s. This will happen on most
Fridays from 1:00-1:30. It is a great way to learn leadership skills!
Below are the schedules for PE. Make sure on these days to wear
appropriate shoes and clothing.
Carrade: Monday 2:20-3:00 and Wednesday 1:20-2:00
Thompson: Monday 2:20-3:00 and Wednesday 1:20-2:00
Schmidt: Tuesday 11:20-12:00 and Thursday 2:20-3:00
Contact:
If you have any other questions or concerns, please feel free to
e-mail us at athompson@willowcreekacademy.org
jschmidt@willowcreekacademy.org or
jcarrade@willowcreekacademy.org.

