Fourth Grade Post
Reminders!
• ALL CLASSES still need parent volunteers for the Overnight Field
Trip to Petaluma Adobe. Please reach out to your class’ room
parents for more information/volunteer
• Reminder- There will be no class Monday, November 12th for
Veteran’s Day.
• Reminder- There will be no school from Monday, November
19th to Friday, November 23rd.
• We encourage students to do at least 45 minutes of Dreambox
a week outside of class to help reinforce and build fluency in
math skills. This allows students to get practice in areas we may
not be covering in a current unit, but where a student may need
specific support. Its game based, iPad app compatible if you have
one, and teachers can see how students are progressing and
where in class we can build in more differentiated support.
• To get a glimpse into the wonderful world of 4th Grade, check out
our private class instagrams. You won’t be able to see any of the
pictures unless you request to “follow.”
Ms. Carrade’s: ms.carrade
Ms. Thompson: ms.thompsonwca
Homework
There has been a noticeable pattern of students not completing all of the
homework each night or forgetting items at home. The expectations of
deadlines and personal responsibility are very important in 4th grade as it
is necessary the rest of their educational career. As we are learning the
expectations for 4th grade, keep working on completing all homework
assignments the night they are given and ready to be checked the next
morning. This includes the nightly math work, reading comprehension
question, and parent signature. On days where there is writing
homework, there will be no math or reading to complete (signature is
still needed though).

SMART Foundation
THANK YOU if you've already contributed to the WCA SMART Fund! If
you want to contribute to the supplies in the classroom, and of course
the Specials classes, please just donate directly to the SMART
Foundation. That money gives us the classroom budget to do the
amazing things we love to do with your kids everyday!
To make a donation online, please go
to http://www.WillowCreekAcademy.org/donate
ELA
This week we learned just how Karana ended up on the Island of the
Blue Dolphin all by herself! There were many shocking and sad
moments over the last few chapters. We discussed whether we would
have jumped off the ship to be with Ramo who was stuck on the island
or stayed on the ship with the rest of her tribe. We also predicted what
would happen now that the wild dogs have killed her brother Ramo and
Karana is alone on the island. Ask your child what they would do if they
were on the island by themselves, like Karana!

Daily 5
We coninuted working in our guided reading groups
and at Daily 5 stations. Our book groups are going
great and we are learning how to be indpendent and
focused when not working with the teacher. Some of
the reading comprehension skills we have been
working on are summarizing (somebody, wanted,
but, so then) and writing it in paragraph form,
characer traits, using evidence to support answers,
and using context clues to help understand
vocabulary. There will be a spelling test each Friday
on the word pattern from the week. Students will
either have 5, 10, or 15 words for the week to study.

Math
Continuing in this week’s Friday Post, you will get a preview of the math lessons
to come for the following week (instead of a review of the content
learned). This way you can use this Friday Post as a tool this upcoming week to
support your child with their math, should you need it as a reference.
Students will still practice using the U.S. Standard and Metric systems to
measure the height and width. We are focusing on precision with
measurement, and converting from feet to inches, yards to feet, meters to
centimeters, etc.
As we teach perimeter, we emphasize that if you measure two sides of the
object that has four sides, with equal opposite sides (like a rectangle or
square), you know the unmeasured sides. For example:

8 feet

15 feet

So you can see that the top side
will also be 15, and the left side
will also be 8.
Students will then add the 15 + 8
( = 23) and then double their
answer to 46.

Later, we will be looking at shapes and determining if the shape is a Polygon.
A Polygon is a 2-D shape with straight lines that close to create vertices.

Social Studies
This week we worked on paraphrasing and looking through information. We
then put the notes into graphic organizers based on each aspect. We used the
Bay Miwok as an example to read, understand, and compile notes on the
economic, political, social, and cultural aspects of Native American daily lives.
Next week, we will choose different tribes from California and research the
four aspects of each tribe.

The Driving Question:
As historians, how can we use performance to tell about the daily life of
California Native Americans?

Writing
Continuing in this week’s Friday Post, you will get
a preview of the writing lessons to come for the following
week (instead of a review of the content learned). This
way you can use this Friday Post as a tool this upcoming
week to support your child with their writing, should you
need it as a reference

We will study the 5-paragraph essay structure and
then start combining all of our evidence into
paragraphs for our opinion essay.
Below are an example of a thesis, 3 reasons, one
list, and one anecdote to support.
Thesis: I love Ice Cream
Reasons:
1.
2.
3.

I love ice cream because I like all the different toppings
I love ice cream because of all of the different flavors
I love ice cream because you can eat it different ways.

List to Support Reason 1: I like all the different toppings because they
add extra flavor to my ice cream. I like all the different toppings because
they can make the ice cream crunchy. I like all the different toppings
because I can make the ice cream healthier by adding fruit.
Anecdote to Support Reason 2: Once when I was younger the ice
cream shop was out of my favorite flavor, chocolate. The server told me
top try mint chocolate chip because I like the taste of mint. After my first
bite it because my new favorite flavor. I love that they were able to mix
two flavors together!

Specials:
Below are the schedules for PE. Make sure on these days to wear
appropriate shoes and clothing.
Carrade: Tuesday 11:20-12:00 and Thursday 2:20-3:00
Thompson: Monday 2:20-3:00 and Tuesday 11:20-12:00
Contact:
If you have any other questions or concerns, please feel free to e-mail us
at athompson@willowcreekacademy.org or
jcarrade@willowcreekacademy.org.

