Fourth Grade Post
Reminders!
• Thank you to those who were able to join us at the Mill Valley
Film Festival. We had a wonderful time learning about the life
and works of Jane Goodall.
• Parent Teacher Conferences are
coming up! Parent Conference Day is
Friday 10/13. Some other time may
be available during the following
week, but are not a guarantee
(unless confirmed by the teacher). Please check in with your
child’s teacher if you are unsure of your conference time.
• Mark your calendars! We will be having an informational meeting
about our Overnight Field Trip to the Petaluma Adobe. The
meeting will be on Wednesday, November 7th at 6:00pm in
Room 11 for ALL 4th Grade parents.
• Halloween! We will be celebrating Halloween in our classrooms
after lunch, 1:30-3:00 on Tuesday, October 31st. If you would
like to bring treats for your child’s class, please contact your class’
respective room-parent. Students will change into costumes after
lunch. There will be a costume parade and contest on the field
from 2:30-2:50.
• Dia de los Muertos! We will be learning about this Mexican
tradition and celebrating it on Wednesday, November 1st.
Each class will have an altar that recognizes and celebrates
loved ones who have passed. Students can bring pictures in on
the day to add to the altar.
• To get a glimpse into the wonderful world of 4th Grade, check out
our private class instagrams. You won’t be able to see any of the
pictures unless you request to “follow.”
Ms. Carrade’s: ms.carrade
Mrs. Schmidt: mrs.schmidtwca
Ms. Thompson: ms.thompsonwca

Homework
As we are learning the expectations for 4th grade, keep working on
completing all homework assignments the night they are given and
ready to be checked the next morning. This includes the nightly math
work, reading comprehension question, and parent signature. On days
where there is writing homework, there will be no math or reading to
complete (signature is still needed though).

SMART Foundation
THANK YOU if you've already contributed to the WCA SMART Fund! We
are not asking for any donations to the classroom this year. So if you
want to contribute to the supplies in the classroom, and of course the
Specials classes, please just donate directly to the SMART Foundation.
That money gives us the classroom budget to do the amazing things we
love to do with your kids everyday!
To make a donation online, please go
to http://www.WillowCreekAcademy.org/donate
A day at the Mill Valley Film Festival!
On Wednesday, we went to see a film called “Jane”
at the Mill Valley Film Festival. It’s the incredible,
and true!, start of Jane in the field of Chimpanzee
research that then followed her personal life and
scientific works up to present day. The film
illustrates how Jane’s unbiased look at
Chimpanzees influenced animal research with
never before seen footage!

ELA
This week we continued exploring the relationship between Jessie and
Evan during their bet, while studying economic terms. We talked about
the terms “total loss” and “crisis management.” We read the chapters 11
and 12, and discussed such topics as “Based on the new developments
in the story, who do you think will win?” and “Based on the evidence
from the text, what is really making Jessie sick?” We continued to focus
on summarizing (main idea and details), figurative language,
vocabulary, and character traits. Ask your child to correctly identify the
figurative language in this sentence: “The lemonade sparkled in the
sunlight, like a bejeweled waterfall.”

Daily 5
We coninuted working in our guided reading groups and at Daily 5
stations. We introduced our technology station. One if the websites we
used was EduPath. It is a website where students can practice their
reading comprehension with activities that are a good fit for each
student. Our book groups are going great and we are learning how to be
indpendent and focused when not working with the teacher.

Math

This week students returned to doing multiplication and now are doing more
2 digit x 1 digit multiplication, breaking down the first number into easier
multiplication expressions. For example: 18 x 7= (10 x 7) + (8 x 7) this way
students use easier facts to solve bigger ones so: 18 x 7 = 70 + 56….(126)
Students have been representing this using arrays and pictures.
This shows students how to decompose higher numbers to friendlier
numbers, and reveals patterns among all numbers so students always can use
something they know to get to the desired answer. Rote memorization is not
the only way! Cheers to that :)
We are noticing all students really need to review their multiplication facts.
You can tremendously support your child at home by practicing math facts,
skip counting (3, 6, 9, 12...), and having them practice with fun games on this
free website: http://www.fun4thebrain.com/mult.html.
Students are set up with Dreambox this week. Please encourage them to log
in to their account and play!
https://play.dreambox.com/login/school_login/classroom?asp=1309278&di
strict=z7a8&school=willowca

Science/Social Studies
In Science this week we explored the reactions people have when using their
senses. Students created an investigation that collected data on a response
using a particular sense. For example, “Do you like the smell of a pumpkin
scented candle?” would be testing the sense of smell. Students collected data
from their classmates and then graphed their results and analyzed the data
(sound familiar ☺). We then re-watched the video of the lionesses attacking
the water buffalo calf and looked at it with a new lense to analyze. We will be
wrapping up our unit next week!
The Driving Question:
As bioengineers, how can our understanding of animals’ physical structures and
their functions, guide us to build a successful prosthesis?

Writing

We have worked fast and furiously to plan, type, revise, and present our
second short story! This ends our narrative unit, and while we are sad to see
our fiction-writing end, we will soon be starting our opinion essay unit!

Specials:
Below are the schedules for PE. Make sure on these days to wear
appropriate shoes and clothing.
Carrade: Monday 2:20-3:00 and Wednesday 1:20-2:00
Thompson: Monday 2:20-3:00 and Wednesday 1:20-2:00
Schmidt: Tuesday 11:20-12:00 and Thursday 2:20-3:00
Contact:
If you have any other questions or concerns, please feel free to e-mail us
at athompson@willowcreekacademy.org,
jschmidt@willowcreekacademy.org, or
jcarrade@willowcreekacademy.org.

