Fourth Grade Post
Reminders!
• We had a blast getting to meet and talk to
everyone at Back to School Night! If you
were unable to make it, the information packet will be sent home
with your child on Friday. If you have any more questions please
feel free to e-mail us at athompson@willowcreekacademy.org
jschmidt@willowcreekacademy.org
or jcarrade@willowcreekacademy.org
• We are looking for parents to come in and talk with students
about how they use math everyday in their careers. The date is
Friday, 9/29 from 11:10-12:00 in your child’s classroom. Please
let us know if you are interested and on which dates you would be
available.
• To get a glimpse into the wonderful world of 4th Grade, check out
our private class instagrams. You won’t be able to see any of the
pictures unless you request to “follow.”
Ms. Carrade’s: ms.carrade
Mrs. Schmidt: mrs.schmidtwca
Ms. Thompson: ms.thompsonwca
Homework
As we are learning the expectations for 4th grade, keep working on
completing all homework assignments the night they are given and
ready to be checked the next morning. This includes the nightly math
work, reading comprehension question, and parent signature. On days
where there is writing homework, there will be no math or reading to
complete (signature is still needed though).

SMART Foundation
THANK YOU if you've already contributed to the WCA SMART Fund! We
are not asking for any donations to the classroom this year. So if you
want to contribute to the supplies in the classroom, and of course the
Specials classes, please just donate directly to the SMART Foundation.
That money gives us the classroom budget to do the amazing things we
love to do with your kids everyday!
To make a donation online, please go
to http://www.WillowCreekAcademy.org/donate

ELA
This past week we started our first book study using a newer 4th grade
favorite, The Lemonade War. We read the first two chapters and
discussed such topics as “At the end of the chapter, Evan told Jessie he
hated her. Do you think he really meant that? Explain”. During this unit,
we will be focusing on summarizing (main idea and details), figurative
language, and character traits.

Daily 5
As we continue to build our read-to-self stamina, we have also been
working on different reading strategies. This we week learned about
“check for understanding” and “backup and reread.” When reading a
book, take a moment to “check” and see if you remember what you read.
If you do, continue reading, but if not, then “backup” and read the text
again. As a class, we learned these strategies by reading Mr. Peabody’s
Apples, Enemy Pie, and other read alouds.

Math

This week we have done different activities that helped students review and
represent multiplication. Students drew different arrays to represent the
same number, for example 15. That was represented as 3 x 5, 5 x 3, 15 x 1, 1 x
15. The factors are the numbers we multiply with: 1, 15, 5, 3. Then they
represented a second, related array, 45 for example. And found that 45 could
be made by 1 x 45, 45 x 1, 15 x 3, 3 x 15, 5 x 9, 9 x 5. They saw that if the first
array, 15, was a factor of 45, then all of the factors of 15 were also factors of
45. Notice how 1, 15, 3, and 5 are 45's factors too!
Here is that example and other examples of students' work.

Students also have been using multiplication to compare quantities in word
problems. For example, if Darlene picked 7 apples, and Juan picked 4 times as
many apples, how many apples did Juan pick?
We are noticing all students really need to review their multiplication facts.
You can tremendously support your child at home by practicing math facts,
skip counting (3, 6, 9, 12...), and having them practice with fun games on this
free website: http://www.fun4thebrain.com/mult.html.
Students are also being set up with their dreambox account this week.

Writing

This week we started our Narrative writing unit. Students did a preassessment so we could see where their writing is before we start, as a way to
mark their progress. In Fourth Grade, the Narrative unit focuses on writing
realistic fiction. Students will use life experiences to inspire their own story.
This week we started with brainstorming our story ideas by learning how
fiction writers get ideas from small moments in their lives, and how to use
that inspiration to create the kind of stories we wish existed in the world.

Specials:
And perhaps the most exciting part of the week, we have been going to
our Special Classes! Below are the schedules for PE. Make sure on these
days to wear appropriate shoes and clothing.
Carrade: Monday 2:20-3:00 and Wednesday 1:20-2:00
Thompson: Monday 2:20-3:00 and Wednesday 1:20-2:00
Schmidt: Tuesday 11:20-12:00 and Thursday 2:20-3:00
Contact:
If you have any other questions or concerns, please feel free to e-mail us
at athompson@willowcreekacademy.org,
jschmidt@willowcreekacademy.org, or
jcarrade@willowcreekacademy.org.

