Fourth Grade Post
Reminders!
• Fourth grade is leading the Morning School
Assembly this month!! Please support your child in
his/her participation by helping them get to school
early (8:05). This is a great way for students to lead their community
and support their peers. Thank you!
• Mrs. Schmidt’s class is leaving Tuesday for their Overnight at the
Petaluma Adobe. We’re so excited!! We will leave by 9am Tuesday
and return Wednesday, 11am. In case you have misplaced it, this is
what your child should bring on the overnight. If you indicated you do
not have a sleeping pad, for example, for your child, we have already
arranged for all students to be lent such items. Here is the list:
These are the things your child will need for the overnight:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

o
o
o
o
o

Warm sleeping bag
Sleeping pad
Blanket
Personal toiletries (toothbrush, toothpaste, hairbrush,
medications, etc)
change of clothes (it’ll be cooler weather)
two pairs of shoes and three pairs of socks (students feet and
clothing often get wet during the activities)
warm jacket and sweater
Tuesday lunch if your child usually brings one on field trips,
otherwise they will have their normal Field Trip lunch.
Students should not bring:
Money
Any type of radio or music device
Any type of electronic game
Flashlights (adults will have them)
Any type of knife

• We encourage students to do at least 45 minutes of Dreambox
a week outside of class to help reinforce and build fluency in
math skills. This allows students to get practice in areas we may
not be covering in a current unit, but where a student may need

specific support. Its game based, iPad app compatible if you have
one, and teachers can see how students are progressing and
where in class we can build in more differentiated support.
• To get a glimpse into the wonderful world of 4th Grade, check out
our private class instagrams. You won’t be able to see any of the
pictures unless you request to “follow.”
Ms. Carrade’s: ms.carrade
Mrs. Schmidt: mrs.schmidtwca
Ms. Thompson: ms.thompsonwca
Homework
We are continuing to work on making sure all homework assignments
are completed and that students are being proactive in getting parent
signatures.
ELA/Social Studies
We continued learning about California Missions by exploring the
reasoning behind the locations of the actual 21 California missions.
Using what we learned, we chose a location for the new mission. Once
we understood the location, we researched and studied the different
architectural designs that are found across the missions. This
information will be used when not only creating the layout, but also the
exterior design.
A cool website to look through is: http://missiontour.org/wp/
It gives a brief history of each mission, and it includes a picture as well as
a virtual tour for many of the locations.
Daily 5
We continued book groups this week. We are working on many
different comprehension skills using different authentic texts. We also
started words their way workbooks to help our students understand
spelling patterns. Ask your child what they read this week!

Math
We finished up our unit on large digit addition and subtraction and now
we are on to a Fourth Grade rite of passage: fractions! Yes, and never
fear because we teach them in a MUCH more understandable way than
we learned. With that, please, please, please continue to consult the
Friday Post before supporting your child with their homework.
Fractions are taught very visually, so students focus on the concept of
the same whole broken into different pieces. And they do this with the
same size object: a 4x6 rectangle.
We first explored ½, ¼, 1/8, etc and then moved on to 1/3 and 1/6. And
we are focusing on equivalent fractions among all of this so students can
start making connections between different denominators.

Writing
We finished our first Literary Essay! We learned how to create MicroStories and how to find and explain quotations. For each of our three
reasons, we went back into the book and found evidence to support.
Then, we angled events from the text to prove our point in MicroStories, as well as found direct quotes that supported our reasons.
Below is our class example from the book FOX by Margaret Wild and
Ron Brooks, as well as the instructional posters we created to teach

these two skills. The color-coding in the examples matches the colors
from the anchor charts posted below(showing how we incorporated
each idea).
Later in the week, we started working towards our second essay, which
will be about a pattern/theme/message found in each student’s favorite
book. We spent Thursday and Friday mining for ideas from our books to
create a stronger and more interesting essay.
Thesis: Dog is a good friend
Reasons:
1. Dog is a good friend because he is caring
2. Dog is a good friend because he is patient with Magpie
3. Dog is a good friend because he sees the good in others

Micro-Story to Support Reason 3: Dog is a kind character that sees the
good in others. For example, one day, a fox came to the bush where Dog
and Magpie lived. Fox moves through the trees sneakily, like a tongue of
fire. Magpie trembles at the sight of him, but Dog doesn’t see the bad in
Fox. He is excited that Fox has come to visit, and he welcomes him in for
food and shelter. Dog only sees the good in Fox.
Quote to Support Reason 1: Dog cares for others in different ways
throughout the book. After Dog convinces Magpie they can work
together, he cares for and helps Magpie for months. “And so Dog runs,
with Magpie on his back, everyday, through summer, through winter.”
This shows that each day, he cared for Magpie by helping her fly and
making sure she is happy.

Science
This week students continued to dive deeper into their Geology and
Natural Hazards units by reflecting on weathering/erosion and how
fossil fuels are created.
We talked about the difference between weathering and erosion of
rocks and land. We then learned how fossil fuels are formed (a lot of
heat, time and pressure over MILLIONS of years). On Friday, we walked
down to Schoonmaker Beach and witnessed weathering and erosion.
We discussed how the waves weather the stones and rocks into smooth
sand, how erosion is seen by the tides moving the sand up and down the
beach.

Specials
This year, all 4th Grade classes are working with Kinder buddies! Ms.
Carrade’s and Ms. Schmidt’s class go down to Ms. Hope’s class and Ms.
Thompson’s class works with Mrs. Perez’s. This will happen on most
Fridays from 1:00-1:30. It is a great way to learn leadership skills!
P.E. is on Monday and Wednesday, so make sure to wear comfortable
clothes and shoes.

Contact:
If you have any other questions or concerns, please feel free to
e-mail us at athompson@willowcreekacademy.org
jschmidt@willowcreekacademy.org or
jcarrade@willowcreekacademy.org.

