Fourth Grade Post
Reminders!
•

•

We have our next Field Trip to the Wells Fargo Museum! Ms.
Carrade’s class will go on MONDAY 4/1. We will be leaving at
9:00 and returning at 2:00pm. WE NEED DRIVERS! Please reach
out to your room parent if you are interested.
There will be NO SCHOOL Monday 4/8 – 4/12 for Spring Break!
The students will need to complete 4 days of reading 40
minutes (using the agenda), 1 hour of Dreambox, and SS
Weekly Week 24 – Gender in Early California (Think and
Review, Let’s Write, and Make a Match).

• We encourage students to do at least 45 minutes of Dreambox
a week outside of class to help reinforce and build fluency in
math skills. This allows students to get practice in areas we may
not be covering in a current unit, but where a student may need
specific support. Its game based, iPad app compatible if you have
one, and teachers can see how students are progressing and
where in class we can build in more differentiated support.
• To get a glimpse into the wonderful world of 4th Grade, check out
our private class instagrams. You won’t be able to see any of the
pictures unless you request to “follow.”
Ms. Carrade’s: ms.carrade
Ms. Thompson: ms.thompsonwca

Homework
We are continuing to work on making sure all homework assignments
are completed and that students are being proactive in getting parent
signatures.

ELA
We continued reading By the Great Horn Spoon, this week! Praiseworthy
and Jack got enough gold dust by cutting hair to pay for their voyage up
the river to Gold Country. When they were in the stagecoach after the
boat ride they ran into Cut-Eye
Higgins AND got robbed by
rogues on the roadway! They
finally arrived in Hangtown and
are learning their way around
land claims and miner’s law. We
are continuing to learn
vocabulary, parts of speech,
similes, and higher-level
responses.

Daily 5
We are working on both fiction and nonfiction skills. Spelling words will
be given on the first day of each week and the test will take place on the
last day of each week. Ask your child what book they are reading and
skills they are learning in their reading groups! We will be starting new
books next week.

Math

Continuing in this week’s Friday Post, you will get a preview of the math lessons
to come for the following week (instead of a review of the content
learned). This way you can use this Friday Post as a tool this upcoming week to
support your child with their math, should you need it as a reference.

Next week we‘ll move on to division! Now we are doing division with
divisors of 2 digit numbers, and dividing four digit numbers by one digit
numbers. We are returning to this concept, but challenging the students
to do it with more difficult
numbers and apply their
answers to word problems.
The way we are teaching
division is by inversing the
equation to be multiplication,
then using smaller
multiplication equations to
eventually discover the
unknown factor.
We are searching for patterns in
facts, connections between
smaller facts and greater facts
that are mulitples of 10 (for
example, if I know 5 x 5 = 25,
then I know 5 x 500= 2,500).
This supports students using
more efficient methods of
division, and more mental math.
Our objectives are reinforcing number sense and eventually showing
strategies for mental math so students are not dependent on pencil,
paper, and an operation to get a general sense of an answer
Science
Students are exploring this driving question:
As engineers, how can we show how prove when energy is used, it is not
lost but converts from one form to another?
This week students explored how collisions affect energy transfer. We
created ramps using books and rulers and conducted experiments using
two different sized marbles. Then we study collision using toy cars and
pennies. On Friday, the students got to test their knowledge of energy
transfer by playing a game of BASEBALL! After playing a couple of
innings, we discussed where energy transfer is used in the game. Ask
your child to explain what they learned while playing America’s
Pastime!

Writing/Social Studies
Continuing in this week’s Friday Post, you will get a preview of the writing
lessons to come for the following week (instead of a review of the content
learned). This way you can use this Friday Post as a tool this upcoming week to
support your child with their writing, should you need it as a reference.

We will start working on our 2nd book next week! As historical authors,
we are taking the writing genres we learned from our 1st book and using
them again. This time though, we are writing about different topics from
the “Journey to Statehood” for each chapter. The 4 writing genres are
how-to, all about, opinion essay, and historical fiction narrative. We
outline our chapters, research, and write the rough drafts of our first
two chapters next week!

“As historical writers, how can we share with others how California
became the 31st state?”
Specials:
Below are the schedules for PE. Make sure on these days to wear
appropriate shoes and clothing.
Carrade: Tuesday 11:20-12:00 and Thursday 2:20-3:00
Thompson: Monday 2:20-3:00 and Tuesday 11:20-12:00
Contact:
If you have any other questions or concerns, please feel free to e-mail us
at athompson@willowcreekacademy.org or
jcarrade@willowcreekacademy.org.

