Reminders!

Fourth Grade Post

• CAASPP Testing is coming up soon. Ms. Carrade and Mrs.
Schmidt will be testing the following days from 8:4510:00 and 10:30-12:00
o Monday, May 7th
o Tuesday, May 8th
o Thursday, May 10th
o Friday, May 11th
o Monday, May 14th
o Tuesday, May 15th
o Friday, May 18th (only 8:45-10:00 if needed for all 3 classes)
• Ms. Thompson will be testing the following days from 8:45-10:00
and 10:30-12:00
o Monday, May 7th
o Tuesday, May 8th
o Wednesday, May 9th
o Monday, May 14th
o Tuesday, May 15th
o Thursday, May 17th
Make sure your child is at school on time, well rested, and has eaten a full
breakfast. ☺
• Our next field trip is Wednesday, May 16th. We will be going to cleanup Ocean Beach from 9:15am to 1:45pm. We need drivers! Check with
you room parents to sign up!
• Next Wednesday, May 9th is the Art Show for K-5! Ms. Haberly will
be hosting the event in the library from 6:30 pm-7:30 pm.

• We encourage students to do at least 45 minutes of Dreambox
a week outside of class to help reinforce and build fluency in
math skills. This allows students to get practice in areas we may
not be covering in a current unit, but where a student may need
specific support.
• To get a glimpse into the wonderful world of 4th Grade, check out
our private class instagrams. You won’t be able to see any of the
pictures unless you request to “follow.”
Ms. Carrade’s: ms.carrade
Mrs. Schmidt: mrs.schmidtwca
Ms. Thompson: ms.thompsonwca

Homework
We are continuing to work on making sure all homework assignments
are completed and that students are being proactive in getting parent
signatures.
ELA
This week we finished working on a 5-paragraph essay to answer a
question. The question is, “Why would a group of people want political
independence?” Using an article about why Texas wanted independence
from Mexico and why Latin America wanted Independence from Spain,
we answered the question in our thesis, created 3 reasons to support
our thesis, and then supported each reason with examples from the text.
We are also learning how to cite a source and quote directly from the
articles in our essay. The skill of answering a question while citing
sources in a 5-paragraph essay is expected of 4th graders on the CAASPP.
We have been building up these skills all year, so it’s been awesome to
see how far everyone has come as writers!
Daily 5
We used Daily 5/Guided Reading time this week to look through the
practice tests for CAASPP. Spelling test will resume after testing.
Math
This week in math we have continued looking at patterns in math using
multiplication. Students have been creating equations using letters to
represent values (like “r”). The situation they were consistently
presented with was “Penny Jars” and now we moved on to another
analogy, “Windows and Towers.” In this scenario, it is essentially the
same math but it is adding how many windows
(including skylights) would be on different sized
towers. Their previous “start with” number”
becomes the skylights, and they multiply
however many windows times the number of
floors.
Here is an example of some of these “Windows
and Towers” situations we have worked with.
Students continue to work with patters in math
and using letters to represent unknown
numbers. When looking at these cubes, the
circles on the side are “windows” and the circles
on the top are the “skylights.”

So here the arithmetic expression is the equation.
And the equation they use to represent the single
tower situation is:
1 + (4 x f) =
The 1 represents the top skylight, the 4 represents
the circles around the sides (the windows) and the
“f” is the number of floors.
For the square tower, it is 4 + (8 x f) = (number of
total windows)

Writing/ Social Studies
“As historical writers, how can
we share with others how
California became the 31st
state?”
We worked on writing down the
final drafts of Book 2. Next week,
we are only working on
assembling the book and adding
text features so they will be ready
to view at Open House on 5/31!

Science
Students are exploring this driving question:
As engineers, how can we show how prove when energy is used, it is not
lost but converts from one form to another?
This week we moved on from our beloved circuit cars and explored
waves. Students learned about amplitude and frequency. They also
learned how different waves transmit data over wide distances and the

difference of electromagnetic waves (waves that require nothing to
transmit data, like radio waves) and mechanical waves (ones that do
require an object to transmit the wave, like a wire). Students then
explored Morse code and with a circuit, transmitted a message using
length of lighting the light bulb to spell out
different words. It was a blast!

Specials
This year, all 4th Grade classes are working with Kinder buddies! Ms.
Carrade’s and Ms. Schmidt’s class go down to Ms. Hope’s class and Ms.
Thompson’s class works with Mrs. Perez’s. This will happen on most
Fridays from 1:00-1:30. It is a great way to learn leadership skills!
Below are the schedules for PE. Make sure on these days to wear
appropriate shoes and clothing.
Carrade: Monday 2:20-3:00 and Wednesday 1:20-2:00
Thompson: Monday 2:20-3:00 and Wednesday 1:20-2:00
Schmidt: Tuesday 11:20-12:00 and Thursday 2:20-3:00
Contact:
If you have any other questions or concerns, please feel free to
e-mail us at athompson@willowcreekacademy.org
jschmidt@willowcreekacademy.org or
jcarrade@willowcreekacademy.org.

