7th & 8th Grade Friday Letter
January 17, 2020
Announcements & Reminders
● There will be no school this Monday
1/20 in observance of MLK day.
● The Marin Basketball League games
have begun. Come support our WCA
boys & girls teams!

Important Dates
January 22 from 5-7pm
● Tamalpais High School
Pre-Registration Event (in-district
students only) at Bayside/MLK in the
MPR (see attached letter)
January 27 - 30
● MAP testing
○ 8th each day from 8:30-10:20
○ 7th each day from 10:45-12:30

ELA

Ms. Rampulla

This week in 7th grade Social Issues Book Club Unit
● Students are set up for the second bend of the unit after
choosing their second club book to read that tackles some
of the same issues they explored in their first unit. Some
of those issues include, loneliness, otherness, gender
norms, immigration and poverty. Students will now learn
how those books fit together. After studying relationships
and characters, and even relationships in their own lives
last week, students have been thinking deeply about what
issues or ideas stood out to them. Students are

developing an understanding how groups of people have
more power over others along with the issues that arise
because of this imbalance.
● READ READ READ! Please encourage your child to read
for 30 minutes every night.
This week in 8th grade The Power of Non-Fiction Unit
● Students have chosen their research topic for their
nonfiction and research skills unit. While starting their 2nd
book in class, students are simultaneously learning how
to become experts on a topic that they feel a personal
connection to. Students will be writing a position paper for
ELA and using that to give a speech for SS.
○ We have students studying:
■ Immigration
■ Women in the workforce
■ Gun violence
■ Homelessness
■ Mental illness
■ Plastic pollution
■ Gender and sexual identity equity
● As a refresher:Ms. Russell and I spent time over break
brainstorming and planning ways we can integrate our
curriculum. We are very proud and excited to provide
students with a rich and meaningful connection to both
ELA and Social Studies.
● READ READ READ! Please encourage your child to read
for 30 minutes every night.

MATHEMATICS

Welcome Back
I had an enjoyable break spending lots of time with my family,
probably eating way more than I ever should have, and I hope
you and yours were able to enjoy as well.
It was also nice to see all of your wonderful kids again! We,very
hit the ground running.

Mr. St. Denny

7th graders are finishing up their fourth unit by modeling the
collection of like terms with algebra tiles. Well those words may
sound a little heady, the activities that we got to do we're quite
enjoyable for all. Early in the week the students Revisited
algebra tiles by naming them by area and calculating perimeter
of algebra tiles and of simple shapes. By Thursday they got to
express some creativity by building all kinds of wonderful

animals with algebra tiles. They then participated in a "safari"
where they explored each other's creations by calculating the
size of each animal.
8th graders worked on rigid geometric transformations
including translations, rotations, and reflections. By the end of
the week we had done several online and pen and paper
activities, and students were able to correctly identify
transformations by looking at them, as well as accurately
perform transformations of their own.
Algebra students finished up the unit on systems of linear
inequalities where they find regions of solutions by graphing
and finding the overlap of 2 or more inequalities. We ended the
week by beginning a chapter on exponent rules, which they're
doing great with so far!

SCIENCE

Topic: Matter & Energy in Living Systems
This week students started their first research project for this
unit. In small groups students will be presenting on how living
organisms such as plants and animals produce energy at the
cellular level through photosynthesis and cellular respiration.
Groups will present their slideshows next week on how these
processes work and find similarities and differences between
them.

Mrs. Martinez

Google Classroom: Grading for 2nd Trimester progress
reports will begin next week. All work for these assignments will
be hand written and graded in their science notebooks.
● Food Chain- 10pts
● Human Energy- 10pts

● Cellular Respiration vs Photosynthesis- 10pts
A Moment of Science…
Here are some student samples of their data collected and
calculated from their calorimeter labs.

SOCIAL
STUDIES

Happy Friday Willow Creek!
7th Grade:  Our seventh grade students spent this week
continuing to expand their knowledge about the contributions
and innovations made during the Islamic Golden Age. Students
are exploring the concept of cultural diffusion on a local and
historical level- this week we looked at the different types of
delicious foods found in the Middle East. 7th graders got to see
a special slideshow of my travels in the Middle East as we

Ms. Russell

discussed the historical, religious, and cultural significance of
Jerusalem. Students will be returning Tuesday to learn more
about how the Crusades affected the lives of Christians,
Muslims, and Jews.
8th grade: Eighth graders did a fantastic job at presenting their
projects about events leading towards the American Revolution.
We spent this week decoding the Declaration of Independence
and translating it into modern language. Ms. Rampulla and I are
so excited to be collaborating on a unit centered around social
issues in present America. Students will be researching issues
that affect underrepresented populations in America and
utilizing the Declaration of Independence to argue if their rights
to “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness” are being actively
met. Students will be guided through the process of good
research- how to decipher between legitimate sources and
faulty sources, how to ask rich research questions, and how to
bring their topics into action. Ms. Rampulla and I are so amazed
by the amount of passion that eighth graders are exhibiting in
our classrooms. I speak for us both when I say that we are
really excited about this new unit!
P.S. Huge shoutout to the Marin City girls’ basketball team for
winning their second game!

ELECTIVES

