7th & 8th Grade Friday Letter
March 13, 2020
Announcements & Reminders

Important Dates

● Parent drivers needed for the April 1st March 23rd-28th- 8th
Alvin Ailey American Dance
grade Outward Bound Trip
Performance at UC Berkeley!

March 28th- WCA Auction
Fundraiser!!

● Lookout for parent-teacher
conference sign-ups. Given the public
April 1st- 7th and 8th
health situation, we will be inviting
Grade trip to watch Alvin
families of students who may need
Ailey American Dance
extra support.

Theater perform at UC
Berkeley.

ELA

Ms. Rampulla

This week in 7th grade:
● Using their research skills acquired in class, students have been
taking notes from reliable sources in order to vamp their
argument and make it stronger than before. A draft of their
essay is due friday. This draft will include the evidence they
have collected during their research. They have learned to
analyze the evidence after finding an appropriate place to put
it in their essay.
● Differently from 6th grade, 7th graders are now consistently
incorporating and citing trustworthy sources, considering
different possible positions and explaining why the evidence
for his position outweighs the counterclaim(s).
● READ READ READ! Please encourage your child to read for 30
minutes every night.
This week in 8th grade:
● This week, students have been prepped on a argumentative
writing assessment to be written in class. Students had three
days to read a prompt along with 3 articles to cite as evidence.
The prompt was “Should students be forced to participate in a
No Screen Week enforced by parents and teachers?” This
assessment will give me a good understanding for where your
child’s strengths are at this point in the year.
● READ READ READ! Please encourage your child to read for 30
minutes every night.

MATHEMATICS

Mr. St. Denny
sst.denny@willowcreekacademy.org

7th Grade:  We continued working with weighted probability,
modeling this with several different types of events, like
choosing cards, or building an ice-cream order. After a pretty
tough first go around with the probability quiz, many students
came in for extra help and did better on the retake.

8th Grade:  We continued covering exponents, loans , and
college affordability. Early in the week we built spreadsheets to
calculate the difference between what one might expect to earn
at H&M vs getting a degree from different college programs. We
took the wage data directly from collegescorecard.gov,
including calculations for student loan costs. I highly encourage
all parents to check out the collegescorecard website!

This sheet shows projected income in columns B-D, with 3%
raises each year. Columns F and I allowed us to explore the
difference in earning and savings when comparing different
degree programs, or even comparing to going directly into the
workforce. Students used the collegescorecard website to look
at programs they were interest in and add them to the
spreadsheet to find potential earnings.
Algebra: We go into statistics and data analysis now, starting
off with exploring combinations and permutations. This is the
math of finding out how many combinations or groupings can be
made, allowing us to answer questions like, “How many
different three-person groups can Mr. St. Denny make with the
students in Algebra?” (22!/(3!(22-3)!), or (22*21*20)/6 = 1540.

 ffice Hours: I’m continuing to commit 1st recess
O
throughout the rest of the year to holding office hours. Any
student that wants support is welcome! Please encourage your
kids to come by, especially if they don’t seem to be able to work
through all homework problems on their own.

SCIENCE

Mrs. Martinez

Topic: Human Impacts and the Environment
Hello WCA Parents and Students,
I want to update everyone on my absence this week. I am
experiencing an ongoing medical condition which will take some
time for me to heal. In the meantime, I am doing my best to
provide ongoing support for lesson planning and continuing our
science curriculum. If your student is going to be absent and
needs to make up assignments please check google classroom
for the latest assignments. I will update you soon on the status
of my recovery. Thank you!
This week students were to finalize their Carbon Footprint
Board Games with their groups. I can’t wait to see how they
turned out and for students to have the chance to play each
other’s games.
Google Classroom
New Assignment: Carbon Footprint of a Cell Phone (10 points)

SOCIAL
STUDIES

Happy Friday Willow Creek!
7th Grade: Our seventh grade students spent their week

Ms. Russell

beginning a new unit on the history of West Africa. In small
groups, students used their creativity, communication, and
creative thinking skills to devise solutions to three response
situations by pretending they were a part of a West African
settlement. A HUGE shout out to Manny- who is from Eritrea
(East Africa) who came and spoke to our seventh grade
classes. We had an amazing Q and A with him- learning so
much about African culture, governments, languages, and
everyday life.

A request: Please encourage your child to read and watch
reputable news stories about global current events :)
8th grade: Students in eighth grade are in law school! This
Friday they are preparing to take the first part of their law examand by the end of our Constitutional law unit, they will have
earned their “degrees”'. We are starting off learning the basics
of how federal government functions (or should function in
theory..) and the historical ideologies behind why the founding
fathers created a system that has a separation of powers and a
“checks and balances” system. In addition to their first law exam
on Friday- next week we will be conducting a Mock Congress!
Students are set up in pairs to represent a state- ask your child
if they are Hawaii, California, South Carolina, etc. and will go
through the process of writing a bill, presenting the bill, and
asking for votes before we hold an in class session of
Congress.

ELECTIVES

